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unused quota allowance applies to those
instances where the farmer cannot fulfill
a quota either because of underplanting
or because the farmer is unable to
produce enough Segregation 1 peanuts
to fulfill the quota. Because of the
changes in the law as enacted in 1996,
which have been outlined in previous
notices, a greater incentive now exists
than in the past to fully market the
quota. It is expected that, after
discounting for quality problems, more
than 98.1 percent of the quota will be
marketed.

With respect to comments on these
issues, the 11 producer groups and the
sheller group expressed concern about
USDA’s projected growth in demand,
projected stocks levels, the buy back
program, and the export/import
situation. The producer groups and the
sheller group proposed setting the quota
at the lower end of the proposed range.
The manufacturer groups, the consumer
group, and the manufacturer all
expressed concern about adequate
supplies. They proposed setting the
quota above the minimum and one
proposed setting it at the upper end of
the proposed range. As indicated,
however, the quota amount is controlled
by a statutory formula which led to the
announced amount for the reasons given
above.

List of Subjects in 7 CFR Part 729

Peanuts, Penalties, Poundage quotas,
Reporting and record keeping
requirements.

Accordingly, this final rule amends 7
CFR part 729 as follows:

PART 729—PEANUTS

1. The authority citation for 7 CFR
part 729 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 1301, 1357 et seq.,
1372, 1373, 1375, and 7271.

2. Section 729.216 is amended by
adding a new paragraph (c)(4) to read as
follows:

§ 729.216 National poundage quota.

* * * * *
(c) * * *
(4) The national poundage quota for

quota peanuts for marketing year 1999
is 1,180,000 short tons.

Signed at Washington, DC, on March 20,
2000.

Parks Shackelford,
Acting Administrator, Farm Service Agency.
[FR Doc. 00–7399 Filed 3–24–00; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3410–05–P

NORTHEAST DAIRY COMPACT
COMMISSION

7 CFR Parts 1301, 1304, 1305, 1306,
1307 and 1308

Over-Order Price Regulation

AGENCY: Northeast Dairy Compact
Commission.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Northeast Dairy Compact
Commission amends the over-order
price regulation to make technical
amendments to certain definitions and
to change certain dates of required
action. The amendments are necessary
to conform the over-order price
regulation to similar regulations
recently reformed by the United States
Department of Agriculture regarding
milk marketed in the New England
states. These amendments will ensure
continuity of regulatory definitions and
compliance dates in the New England
milk market. The Commission also
amends the definition of producer to
specify every December since 1996 as a
condition of qualification.
EFFECTIVE DATE: May 1, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Northeast Dairy Compact
Commission, 34 Barre Street, Suite 2,
Montpelier, Vermont 05602.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kenneth M. Becker, Executive Director,
Northeast Dairy Compact Commission at
the above address or by telephone at
(802) 229–1941, or by facsimile at (802)
229–2028.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background
The Northeast Dairy Compact

Commission (‘‘Commission’’) was
established under authority of the
Northeast Interstate Dairy Compact
(‘‘Compact’’). The Compact was enacted
into law by each of the six participating
New England states as follows:
Connecticut—Pub. L. 93–320; Maine—
Pub. L. 89–437, as amended, Pub. L. 93–
274; Massachusetts—Pub. L. 93–370;
New Hampshire—Pub. L. 93–336;
Rhode Island—Pub. L. 93–106;
Vermont—Pub. L. 93–57. In accordance
with Article I, Section 10 of the United
States Constitution, Congress consented
to the Compact in Pub. L. 104–127
(FAIR Act), Section 147, codified at 7
U.S.C. 7256. Subsequently, the United
States Secretary of Agriculture, pursuant
to 7 U.S.C. 7256(1), authorized
implementation of the Compact.
Authorization of the Compact was
extended until September 30, 2001 in
the Consolidated Appropriations Act for
Fiscal Year 2000, Pub. L. 106–113, 115
Stat. 1501, November 29, 1999.

Pursuant to its rulemaking authority
under Article V, Section 11 of the
Compact, the Commission concluded an
informal rulemaking process and voted
to adopt a compact over-order price
regulation on May 30, 1997.1 The
Commission subsequently amended and
extended the compact over-order price
regulation.2 In 1998 and 1999, the
Commission further amended specific
provisions of the over-order price
regulation.3 The current compact over-
order price regulation is codified at 7
CFR Chapter XIII.

On November 29, 1999, the President
signed into law the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2000 (Pub. L. 106–
113, 115 Stat. 1501.) That Act required
the United States Secretary of
Agriculture to immediately implement
certain reforms to the federal milk order
regulations. The required regulation was
published in the Federal Register on
December 17, 1999, implementing and
amending the final rule that was
initially published on September 1,
1999.4

On January 12, 2000, the Commission
issued a notice of proposed rulemaking
to consider amendments to the Compact
Over-order Price Regulation that would
bring the Commission’s regulations into
conformity with the reformed federal
milk market order regulations and
provide consistency and uniformity in
definitions and compliance dates for
regulated entities in the New England
milk market and to amend the definition
of producer.5 The Commission held a
public hearing to receive testimony on
the proposed amendments on February
2, 2000 and additional comments and
exhibits were accepted until 5:00 PM on
February 16, 2000. The Commission
held a deliberative meeting on March 1,
2000, pursuant to 7 CFR 1361.8, to
consider the testimony and comments
received and to deliberate and act on the
proposed amendments. The
Commission hereby amends the Over-
order Price Regulation to make technical
amendments to certain definitions and
to change certain dates of required
action and to amend the definition of
producer to specify every December
since 1996 as a condition of
qualification.
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6 Robert Wellington, Written Comments
(hereinafter ‘‘WC’’) at 1. 7 Wellington, WC at 1.

II. Summary of Amendments and
Analysis of Issues and Comments

The Commission held a duly noticed
public hearing on February 2, 2000,
however, no one appeared to testify.
The Commission received one letter of
comment that generally supported the
proposed amendments to the Over-order
Price Regulation.6

The Commission amends the
definition of producer in section
1301.11 to change the qualification
condition from ‘‘December 1996,
December 1997 and December 1998’’ to
‘‘every December since 1996.’’ This
language clarifies the future application
of this condition, without necessitating
annual rulemaking proceedings.

The Commission also amends
definitions in Part 1301 sections 1301.9,
1301.10, 1301.14 and 1301.17 to
conform to recent amendments to
definitions in the federal market order
regulations. The amendment to section
1301.9, the definition of handler, brings
that section into conformity with the
federal amendment to the definition of
handler in 7 CFR 1000.9 by adding
certain milk brokers to the definition.
The amendment to section 1301.10, the
definition of producer-handler, brings
that section into conformity with the
definition of the same term in 7 CFR
1001.10, through uniform reformatting
of the definition and changing the
minimum from 300 quarts per day to
150,000 pounds per month. Similarly,
the amendments to section 1301.14,
fluid milk products (adds eggnog and
changes descriptive terms for various
products, such as skim milk) and
section 1301.17, cooperative association
(includes federation of cooperatives)
bring those definitions into conformity
with the reformed federal regulations at
7 CFR 1000.15 and 1000.18,
respectively.

The amendment to Part 1304 section
1304.1, deletes eggnog from the list in
subsection (b)(4)(iv), in conformity with
the new federal regulation at 7 CFR
1000.40(b)(2)(iv), reclassifying eggnog
from Class II to Class I. The amendment
to Part 1305 section 1305.1 changes the
reference to the federal Class I price
from the prior regulation reference to
Zone 1, Class 1 to the reformed
reference in 7 CFR 1000.52 to the Class
I Price for Suffolk County,
Massachusetts.

The Commission amends Part 1306
sections 1306.1 and 1306.2 to remove
the existing minimum of a daily average
of 300 quarts to the new federal
minimum of 150,000 pounds per month
as codified at 7 CFR 1000.8(d)(4).

The amendments in Parts 1305, 1307
and 1308 sections 1305.2, 1307.2,
1307.3, 1307.4, 1307.7, 1307.9 and
1308.1 change the prescribed dates for
required action to conform to the new
dates used under the federal market
order reform regulations for similar
required activities. The amendments
change the dates required for: (1)
announcing the over-order obligation
(from the 5th of the month to the 23rd);
(2) issuing statements (from the 15th to
the 13th); (3) for making payments
(including adjustments and
administrative assessments) to the
producer-settlement fund (from the 18th
to the 15th) and (4) for issuing payments
(including adjustments) from the fund
(from the 20th to the 16th).

The amendment to Part 1307 section
1307.8 conforms to the federal
regulation at 7 CFR 1000.78 by changing
the language regarding charges on
overdue accounts to include funds due
to both the producer-settlement fund
and the administrative assessment fund
and includes the new requirement that
all interest accrues to the administrative
assessment fund. The only comment
received opposed the part of this
amendment that provides that late
charges accrue to the Commission’s
administrative fund.7 The Commission
carefully considered the commenter’s
analysis. However, the Commission
notes that the amount of money
involved is so small as to not affect the
producer price and that the costs to
enforce late payments can be significant.
Therefore, the Commission determines
that accrual of late charges to the
administrative fund is appropriate
under all the circumstances.

The Commission also adds a new
section at Part 1307 section 1307.9, in
conformance with the federal regulation
at 7 CFR 1000.90, specifying that if a
required date falls on a weekend or
holiday, the action is required on the
next business day.

III. Summary and Explanation of
Findings

Article V, Section 12 of the Compact
directs the Commission to make four
findings of fact before an amendment of
the Over-order Price Regulation can
become effective. Each required finding
is discussed below.

a. Whether the Public Interest Will Be
Served by the Amendments to the Over-
Order Price Regulation

The first finding considers whether
the amendments to the Compact Over-
order Price Regulation serve the public
interest. The Commission determines

that the public interest is served by
conforming the definitions and
compliance dates in the Over-order
Price Regulation with the definitions of
the same terms and compliance dates
for similar actions under the federal
milk market order regulations to ensure
uniformity and continuity for regulated
entities in the New England Milk
Market.

The Commission also determines that
the public interest is served by
amending the definition of producer to
specify every December since 1996 as a
condition of qualification. This
amendment simply keeps the
qualification condition current, without
requiring annual rulemaking to update
the definition.

b. The Impact on the Price Level Needed
To Assure a Sufficient Price to
Producers and an Adequate Local
Supply of Milk

The amendments to the Compact
Over-order Price Regulation adopted in
this rulemaking proceeding are related
to the administration of the Over-order
Price Regulation and do not affect the
local supply of milk or price received by
producers.

c. Whether the Major Provisions of the
Order, Other Than Those Fixing
Minimum Milk Prices, Are in the Public
Interest and Are Reasonably Designed
To Achieve the Purposes of the Order

The Commission concludes that, for
the same reasons identified in the first
finding, the amendments adopted in
this rulemaking proceeding are in the
public interest. The Commission further
concludes that the Over-order Price
Regulation, as hereby amended, remains
in the public interest in the manner
contemplated by this finding.

d. Whether the Terms of the Proposed
Amendments Are Approved by
Producers

The fourth finding, requires the
determination of whether the
amendment has been approved by
producer referendum pursuant to
Article V, Section 13 of the Compact. In
this final rule, as in the previous final
rules, the Commission makes this
finding premised upon certification of
the results of the producer referendum.
The procedure for the producer
referendum and certification of the
results is set forth in 7 CFR Part 1371.

Pursuant to 7 CFR § 1371.3 and the
referendum procedure certified by the
Commission, a referendum was held
during the period of March 10 through
March 20, 2000. All producers who
were producing milk pooled in Federal
Order #1 for consumption in New
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England, during December 1999, the
representative period determined by the
Commission, were deemed eligible to
vote. Ballots were mailed to these
producers on or before March 10, 2000
by the Federal Market Order #1 Market
Administrator. The ballots included an
official summary of the Commission’s
action. Producers were notified that, to
be counted, their ballots had to be
returned to the Commission offices by
5:00 p.m. on March 20, 2000. The
ballots were opened and counted in the
Commission offices on March 21, 2000
under the direction and supervision of
Commissioner Robert Starr, designated
‘‘Referendum Agent.’’

Eleven Cooperative Associations were
notified of the procedures necessary to
block vote by letter dated March 3,
2000. Cooperatives were required to
provide prior written notice of their
intention to block vote to all members
on a form provided by the Commission,
and to certify to the Commission that (1)
timely notice was provided, and (2) that
they were qualified under the Capper-
Volstead Act. Cooperative Associations
were further notified that the
Cooperative Association block vote had
to be received in the Commission office
by 5:00 p.m. on March 20, 2000.
Certified and notarized notification to
its members of the Cooperative’s intent
to block vote or not to block vote had
to be mailed by March 14, 2000 with
notice mailed to the Commission offices
no later than March 16, 2000.

Notice
On March 21, 2000, the duly

authorized referendum agent verified all
ballots according to procedures and
criteria established by the Commission.
The ballots cast were reviewed and
counted. A total of 3982 ballots were
mailed to eligible producers. All
producer ballots and cooperative block
vote ballots received by the Commission
were opened and counted. Producer
ballots and cooperative block vote
ballots were verified or disqualified
based on criteria established by the
Commission, including timeliness,
completeness, appearance of
authenticity, appropriate certifications
by cooperative associations and other
steps taken to avoid duplication of
ballots. Ballots determined by the
referendum agent to be invalid were
marked ‘‘disqualified’’ with a notation
as to the reason.

Block votes cast by Cooperative
Associations were then counted.
Producer votes against their cooperative
associations block vote were then
counted for each cooperative
association. These votes were deducted
from the cooperative association’s total

and were counted appropriately. Ballots
returned by cooperative members who
cast votes in agreement with their
cooperative block vote were disqualified
as duplicative of the cooperative block
vote.

Votes of independent producers not
members of any cooperative association
were then counted.

The referendum agent then certified
the following for the ballot on the
amendments:

A total of 3,982 ballots were mailed to
eligible producers.

A total of 3064 ballots were returned
to the Commission.

A total of 42 ballots were
disqualified—late, incomplete or
duplicate.

A total of 3022 ballots were verified.
A total of 3015 verified ballots were

cast in favor of the amendments.
A total of 7 verified ballots were cast

in opposition to the amendments.
Accordingly, notice is hereby

provided that of the 3022 verified
ballots cast, 99.8%, or 3015, a minimum
of two-thirds were in the affirmative.

Therefore, the Commission concludes
that the terms of the amendments are
approved by producers.

IV. Required Findings of Fact
Pursuant to Compact Article V,

Section 12, the Compact Commission
hereby finds:

(1) That the public interest continues
to be served by establishment of
minimum milk prices to dairy farmers
under Article IV, as hereby amended.

(2) That the previously established
level price of $16.94 (Zone 1) to dairy
farmers under Article IV, is unaffected
by these amendments, and will continue
to assure that producers supplying the
New England market receive a price
sufficient to cover their costs of
production and will elicit an adequate
supply of milk for the inhabitants of the
regulated area and for manufacturing
purposes.

(3) That the major provisions of the
order, other than those fixing minimum
milk prices, are and continue to be in
the public interest and are reasonably
designed to achieve the purposes of the
order.

(4) That the terms of the proposed
amendments are approved by producers
pursuant to a producer referendum
required by Article V, Section 13.

List of Subjects in 7 CFR Parts 1301,
1304, 1305, 1306, 1307 and 1308

Milk Price support programs.

Codification in Code of Federal
Regulations

For reasons set forth in the preamble,
the Northeast Dairy Compact

Commission amends 7 CFR Parts 1301,
1304, 1305, 1306, 1307 and 1308 as
follows:

PART 1301—DEFINITIONS

1. The authority citation for Part 1301
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7256.

2. Amend § 1301.9 to revise paragraph
(e) to read as follows:

§ 1301.9 Handler.
Handler means:

* * * * *
(e) Any person who does not operate

a plant but who engages in the business
of receiving fluid milk products for
resale and distributes to retail or
wholesale outlets packaged fluid milk
products received from any plant
described in paragraph (a), (b) or (c) of
this section. Any person who as a broker
negotiates a purchase or sale of fluid
milk products or fluid cream products
from or to any pool, partially regulated
or nonpool plant, and any person who
by purchase or direction causes milk of
producers to be picked up at the farm
and/or moved to a plant. Persons who
qualify as handlers only under this
paragraph are not subject to the
payment provisions of §§ 1307.3 and
1308.1.

3. Revise § 1301.10 to read as follows:

§ 1301.10 Producer-handler.
Producer-handler means a person

who:
(a) Operates a dairy farm and a

distributing plant from which there is
monthly route disposition in the
regulated area during the month;

(b) Receives milk solely from own
farm production or receives milk that is
fully subject to the pricing and pooling
provisions of any Federal order;

(c) Receives at its plant or acquires for
route disposition no more than 150,000
pounds of fluid milk products from
handlers fully regulated under any
Federal order. This limitation shall not
apply if the producer-handler’s own
farm production is less than 150,000
pounds during the month;

(d) Disposes of no other source milk
as Class I milk except by increasing the
nonfat milk solids content of the fluid
milk products; and

(e) Provides proof satisfactory to the
compact commission that the care and
management of the dairy animals and
other resources necessary to produce all
Class I milk handled (excluding receipts
from handlers fully regulated under any
Federal order) and the processing and
packaging operations are the producer-
handler’s own enterprise and at its own
risk.

VerDate 20<MAR>2000 18:23 Mar 24, 2000 Jkt 190000 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\27MRR1.SGM pfrm01 PsN: 27MRR1



16121Federal Register / Vol. 65, No. 59 / Monday, March 27, 2000 / Rules and Regulations

4. Amend section 1301.11 to revise
paragraphs (b) introductory text and (b)
(1) to read as follows:

§ 1301.11 Producer.
Producer means:

* * * * *
(b) A dairy farmer who produces milk

outside of the regulated area that is
moved to a pool plant, provided that on
more than half of the days on which the
handler caused milk to be moved from
the dairy farmer’s farm in every
December since 1996, all of that milk
was physically moved to a pool plant in
the regulated area. Or: to be considered
a qualified producer, on more than half
of the days on which the handler caused
milk to be moved from the dairy
farmer’s farm during the current month
and for five (5) months subsequent to
July of the preceding calendar year, all
of that milk must have moved to a pool
plant, provided that the total amount of
milk at a pool plant eligible to qualify
producers who did not qualify in every
December since 1996, shall not exceed
the total bulk receipts of fluid milk
products less:

(1) Producers receipts as described in
paragraph (a) of this section and
producer receipts as described in
paragraph (b) of this section who are
qualified based on every December
since 1996;
* * * * *

5. Revise section 1301.14 to read as
follows:

§ 1301.14 Fluid milk product.
(a) Except as provided in paragraph

(b) of this section fluid milk product
means any milk products in fluid or
frozen form containing less than nine
percent butterfat, that are intended to be
used as beverages. Such products
include, but are not limited to: Milk, fat-
free milk, low fat milk, light milk,
reduced fat milk, milk drinks, eggnog
and cultured buttermilk, including any
such beverage products that are
flavored, cultured, modified with added
nonfat milk solids, sterilized,
concentrated or reconstituted. As used
in this Part, the term concentrated milk
means milk that contains not less than
25.5 percent, and not more than 50
percent, total milk solids.

(b) The term fluid milk product shall
not include:

(1) Plain or sweetened evaporated
milk/skim milk, sweetened condensed
milk /skim milk, formulas especially
prepared for infant feeding or dietary
use (meal replacement) that are
packaged in hermetically-sealed
containers, any product that contains by
weight less than 6.5 percent nonfat milk
solids, and whey; and

(2) The quantity of skim milk
equivalent in any modified product
specified in paragraph (a) of this section
that is greater than an equal volume of
an unmodified product of the same
nature and butterfat content.

6. Revise section 1301.17 to read as
follows:

§ 1301.17 Cooperative association.

Cooperative association means any
cooperative marketing association of
producers which the Secretary of
Agriculture of the United States
determines is qualified under the
provisions of the Capper-Volstead Act,
has full authority in the sale of milk of
its members and is engaged in
marketing milk or milk products for its
members. A federation of two or more
cooperatives incorporated under the
laws of any state will be considered a
cooperative association if all member
cooperatives meet the requirements of
this section.

PART 1304—CLASSIFICATION OF
MILK

1. The authority citation for Part 1304
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7256.

2. Amend section 1304.1 to revise
paragraph (b)(4)(iv) to read as follows:

§ 1304.1 Classification of milk.

* * * * *
(b) * * *
(4) * * *
(iv) Custards, puddings, pancake

mixes, buttermilk biscuit mixes,
coatings, batter and similar products;
* * * * *

PART 1305—CLASS PRICE

1. The authority citation for Part 1305
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7256.

2. Amend section 1305.1 to revise
paragraph (b)(2) to read as follows:

§ 1305.1 Compact over-order class I price
and compact over-order obligation.

* * * * *
(b) * * *
(2) Deduct Class I Price for Suffolk

County, Massachusetts.
* * * * *

3. Revise section 1305.2 to read as
follows:

§ 1305.2 Announcement of compact over-
order class I price and compact over-order
obligation.

The compact commission shall
announce publicly on or before the 23rd
day of each month the Class I over-order

price and the compact over-order
obligation for the following month.

PART 1306—COMPACT OVER-ORDER
PRODUCER PRICE

1. The authority citation for Part 1306
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7256.
2. Revise section 1306.1 to read as

follows:

§ 1306.1 Handler’s value of milk for
computing basic over-order producer price.

For the purpose of computing the
basic over-order producer price, the
compact commission shall determine
for each month the value of milk of each
handler with respect to each of the
handler’s pool plants and of each
handler described in § 1301.9(d) of this
chapter with respect to milk that was
not received at a pool plant, as directed
in this section. Any pool plant that does
not exceed 150,000 pounds of
disposition in the compact regulated
area in the month shall not be subject
to the compact over-order obligation.
The total assessment for each handler is
to be calculated by multiplying the
pounds of Class I fluid milk products as
determined pursuant to § 1304.1(a) of
this chapter by the compact over-order
obligation.

3. Revise § 1306.2 to read as follows:

§ 1306.2 Partially regulated plant
operator’s value of milk for computing
basic over-order producer price.

For the purpose of computing the
basic over-order producer price, the
compact commission shall determine
for each month the value of milk
disposition in the regulated area by the
operator of a partially regulated plant as
directed in this section. Any partially
regulated plant that does not exceed
150,000 of disposition in the compact
regulated area in the month shall not be
subject to the compact over-order
obligation. The total assessment for each
handler is to be calculated by
multiplying the pounds of Class I fluid
milk products as determined pursuant
to § 1304.1(a) of this chapter by the
compact over-order obligation.

PART 1307—PAYMENTS FOR MILK

1. The authority citation for Part 1307
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7256.

2. Revise the introductory text of
§ 1307.2 to read as follows:

§ 1307.2 Handlers’ producer-settlement
fund debits and credits.

On or before the 13th day after the
end of the month, the compact
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commission shall render a statement to
each handler showing the amount of the
handler’s producer-settlement fund
debit or credit, as calculated in this
section.
* * * * *

3. Revise 1307.3 to read as follows:

§ 1307.3 Payments to and from the
producer-settlement fund.

(a) On or before the 15th day after the
end of the month, each handler shall
pay to the compact commission the
handler’s producer-settlement fund
debit for the month as determined under
Sec. 1307.2(a).

(b) On or before the 16th day after the
end of the month, the compact
commission shall pay to each handler
the handler’s producer-settlement fund
credit for the month as determined
under Sec. 1307.2(b). If the unobligated
balance in the producer-settlement fund
is insufficient to make such payments,
the compact commission shall reduce
uniformly such payments and shall
complete them as soon as the funds are
available.

4. Revise section 1307.5 paragraph (a)
to read as follows:

§ 1307.5 Payments to producers.

(a) For milk received during the
month, payment shall be made so that
it is received by each producer no later
than the day after the payment date
required in section 1307.3(b). Each
handler shall make payment to each
producer for the milk received from him
during the month at not less than the
basic over-order producer price per
hundredweight computer under Sec.
1306.3. If the handler has not received
full payment for the compact
commission under Sec. 1307.3(b) by the
date payments are due under this
paragraph, he may reduce pro rata his
payments to producers by an amount
not to exceed such underpayment. Such
payments shall be completed after
receipt of the balance due from the
compact commission by the next
following date for making payments
under this paragraph.
* * * * *

5. Revise section 1307.7 to read as
follows:

§ 1307.7 Adjustment of accounts.

(a) Whenever the compact
commission verification of a handler’s
reports or payments discloses an error
in payments to or from the compact
commission under Sec. 1307.3 or Sec.
1308.1, the compact commission shall
promptly issue to the handler a charge
bill or a credit, as the case may be, for
the amount of the error. Adjustment

charge bills issued during the period
beginning with the 10th day of the prior
month and ending with the 9th day of
the current month shall be payable by
the handler to the compact commission
on or before the 15th day of the current
month. Adjustment credits issued
during that period shall be payable by
the compact commission to the handler
on or before the 16th day of the current
month.

(b) Whenever the compact
commission’s verification of a handler’s
payments discloses payment to a
producer or a cooperative association of
an amount less than is required by Sec.
1307.4, the handler shall make payment
of the balance due the producer not later
than the 16th day after the end of the
month in which the handler is notified
of the deficiency.

6. Revise section 1307.8 to read as
follows:

§ 1307.8 Charges on overdue accounts.
Any unpaid obligation due the

compact commission from a handler
pursuant to the provisions of 7 CFR
parts 1307 and 1308 shall be increased
1.0 percent each month beginning with
the day following the date such
obligation was due under the regulation.
Any remaining amount due shall be
increased at the same rate on the
corresponding day of each succeeding
month until paid. The amounts payable
pursuant to this section shall be
computed monthly on each unpaid
obligation and shall include any unpaid
charges previously computed pursuant
to this section. The late charges shall
accrue to the administrative assessment
fund. For the purpose of this section,
any obligation that was determined at a
date later than prescribed by 7 CFR
parts 1307 and 1308 because of a
handler’s failure to submit a report to
the compact commission when due
shall be considered to have been
payable by the date it would have been
due if the report had been filed when
due.

7. Add a new section 1307.9 to read
as follows:

§ 1307.9 Dates.
If a date required for payment

contained in 7 CFR parts 1307 and 1308
falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or national
holiday, such payment will be due on
the next day that the compact
commission office is open for public
business.

PART 1308—ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSESSMENT

1. The authority citation for Part 1308
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7256.

2. Revise the introductory text of
section 1308.1 to read as follows:

§ 1308.1 Assessment for pricing
regulations administration.

On or before the 15th day after the
end of the month, each handler shall
pay to the compact commission his pro
rata share of the expense of
administration of this pricing
regulation. The payment shall be at the
rate of 3.2 cents per hundredweight. The
payment shall apply to:
* * * * *

Dated: March 21, 2000.
Kenneth M. Becker,
Executive Director.
[FR Doc. 00–7413 Filed 3–24–00; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

9 CFR Part 130

[Docket No. 98–003–2]

Veterinary Services User Fees; Export
Certificate Endorsements

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: We are establishing a
maximum user fee for the endorsement
of export certificates for a single
shipment of animals or birds that
require verification of tests or
vaccinations. Prior to this final rule,
user fees for these endorsements were
based on the number of animals or birds
listed on the certificate and the number
of tests or vaccinations that the
importing country required for those
animals or birds. We are taking this
action in response to requests from
industry organizations and from our
field and port employees to reconsider
the fairness of these user fees for large
export shipments of animals. The
maximum user fee will result in lower
user fees for large shipments, yet still
recover the full cost of providing this
service.

EFFECTIVE DATE: April 26, 2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Donna Ford, Section Head, Financial
Systems and Services Branch, BASE,
MRPBS, APHIS, 4700 River Road Unit
54, Riverdale, MD 20737–1232; (301)
734–8351.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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